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Sen, Bernie Sanders.

AS}fINGTON DC. ——:"Al]‘three members.

of Vermont's Congressu)nal delegation

were critical of President Donald Trump's deci-
sion to withdraw from ‘the seven -nationJoint..
Comprehensive Plan of Action’ (JCPOA), more

commonly’ called the“Tran. nuclear deal, on
Tuesday.
The agreement reached

in 2015 by multiple countries ‘B|USter and Il"an- . ment”

including-Russia and China,

1 reventmg Iran from developmg
or obtaining a nuclear weapon,” Welch said
in a written, statement, "By carelessly casting

it aside, President Trump has manufactured
< <an -international’ crisis “that: risks" an armed.
conflict with a nuclear Iran. In doing:so, he.

‘thumbed his nose at the- ‘grave warmngs of.our
allies and ignored assurances by senior mili-
“tary: offlclals and independent inspectors that
Iran-is; in fact, in: comphance
with the terms of the agree-

Iran is 'a signa-

as well as the US's major bashing Wi”not tory to the Nuclear Non-

[European allies - France,

* Germany and Britain - lifted get us to a better means it has agreed not

economic sanctions against
Iran and encouraged Iran’s
participation in the world

economy in exchange for an Sen. Bernie Sanders -

end to Iran’s efforts to devel-
op nuclear weapons.

The deal's provisions include extensive
inspections.

In a statement, Rep. Peter Welch, D-Vt,
noted that both inspectors and the Pentagon
agree Iran has complied with the agreement.
“The carefully-negotiated Iran nuclear agree-
ment has resulted in the most stringent verifi-
cation and monitoring standards ever imposed

Proliferation Treaty, which

to develop nuclear weap-

future” ons. In addition, the coun-

try has agreed to ratify
the International - Atomic
Energy Agency's Additional
Protocol in 2023, which
would increase inspectors’ ability to monitor
its nuclear activities. ~ ~

“The president offers no strategy on Iran,”
Welch said. “He offers no vision on the Middle
East. And where American leadership is
required, he has consistently displayed an

ignorance of the complexity of world challeng- -
es as well as an inability to protect American-

P See IRAN on page 5 '
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Hiiterests abroad”

“"In a speech broadcast .

live on Facebook,  Sen.
Bernie Sanders, 1-Vt, . too,

took issue with Trump's . ¢
. program, it would seriously

handling of the Iran deal,
‘stating he heard no strat-
egy from the president, just
“bluster”

Sanders cited a letter
written by 26 Israeli mili-
tary and security officials
who supported the deal.
They wrote: “The consensus
among military and intelli-
gence agencies around the
world — including Israel's
own defense community —
is that the pactis working...
Israel’s security interests
would be served best if the
‘United States chooses to
remain in the agreement,
and work with its allies and
other parties lo the agree-
ment on further diplomatic
actions to address other
aspects of Iranian policy in
the Middle East.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu dis-
agrees, and went on cable
television in the US, last
week lo make a Powerpoint
presentation which
appeared to be intended to
sway Trump into abandon-
ing the deal.

Sanders went on to note

that: “Withdrawing from- ..
the agreement could not..
. only free Iran from the lim- ,

its placed on its nuclear

harm Americas ability to

‘negotiate future nonprolif-

eration agreements, such
as one with North Korea.
Why would any country
in ‘the world sign such an
agreement with the United
States. and make the dif-
ficult concessions, if they
thought that a reckless
president might simply dis-
card that agreement a few
years later?”

The US. should be seek-
ing to engage Iran, argued
Sanders. "Bluster and Iran-
bashing will not get us to
a belter future. Ultimately,
we must seek a better rela-
tionship with the Iranian
people and a more con-
structive role for Iran in the
region,” he said. "Trump’s
bellicose rhetoric today
makes achieving
goals more difficult. It will
strengthen the - regime’s
hardliners, who are much
more comfortable dealing
with a hoslile America than
with a reasonable, peace-
seeking one. After 17 years

those.

3

. of war inh Afghanistan and
15 years. of .war in Iraq,
‘the American. people. do

not want to be.engaged in
never-ending wars -in -the
Middle East”. .

Those. never-ending
wars, he noted, were the end
of a path laid well before
2003 American invasion
of Iraq. “The Iraq war had
enormous unintended con-
sequences.that we are still
dealing with today, and will
be for many years to come,”
said Sanders. “Indeed, one
of those unintended conse-
quences was the empower-
ing of Iran in the Middle
East.

“It is folly to imagine
that, having unleashed
these problems through the
misuse of military force, we
can solve them in the same
way. Real American lead-
ership, and real American
power, is not shown by our
ability to blow things up,
but by our ability to bring
parties together, to forge

international --consensus

around shared problems,

and then to mobilize that

consensus to address those
problems. That is what this
agreement did.”

In a statement on his
Twitter - account, Sen.
Patrick Leahy said,
“Withdrawing from the
Iran nuclear agreement is
a monumental mistake by
the President, who is fulfill-
ing a dangerous campaign
promise that puts politics
over the security of the
American people and our
closest allies. It hurts to
see America breaking its
word.” .

The President has per-

sisted in claims that the

Obama  administration
paid cash to the Iranian
government as part of the
deal, despite the fact that
this is simply not true, as
numerous fact checkers
have pointed out. Billions
in assets belonging to the
Iranian government were
frozen in foreign banks as

“part of the nuclear sanc- ©
tions. Lifting the sanctions -
restored-Iran’s access:to its

' oWn money. B

In addition, prior to the

Iranian Revolution in 1979,

Shah Reza Pahlavi's gov-
ernment had paid the US.
$400 million for arms. But
then the Shah was over-
thrown and the arms were
never sent, The money was

never ‘returned. ‘As’ part of
the ‘deal; the US. agreed to
return "that’ $400 - million,
givingthe™ country ‘back
its' own 'money. ‘The first
of those payments arrived
on- the same day .Iran
released four Americans it
had - detained. The Obama
administration said ‘the
timing was a coincidence.
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-~ 18 predlcted to be “1rrever31b1y B

2 2018 over 120 md1v1duals and

orgamzatxons throughout Yermont -
-..and western Massachusettshave

- 51gned on. This is an ongomg cam-

paign. If you Would like to sign on
. please email us at brafc‘deborosoh~

. darlty@gmaﬂ com -
S

: an 1mportant role in bri mgmg the

" world’s attention to Gaza and hlgh- i

hghtmg the United States! comphc— y
ity in the violence. We are askmg o

that you go to Gaza to meet the

" people; see the. smlatlon for your-
self and: dlSCllSS w1th the Palestin-
“ian people the best way to support
them. This gesture would show the
~world that the:United States cares °

. about‘what is happenmg onrthe

-ground in Gaza'and that we say no
to the Israeli siege on Gaza against
peaceful, non-violent protest.
A.2017 United Nations report
found that Gaza is “unlivable” due
. to thenow 12 year Israeli blockade
_The, lack of livelihood, employ-
ment adequate healthcare educa—
. tion electricity’ and clean‘water”

* are te: stament to the urgency of the
. 31tuat10n Of note, the report found B

that Gaza’s only water source =

vmoment is critical: We, urge you use
- your position to act injusticeand

Brattleboro Solzdamty, May 3

ca]l for an end to the. 31ege~;: . ,,;,'; .
Please go to. Gaza
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: \~Masada or worse

klans gathemng ]
. Israel may sac‘

ians from their homeland during
the Israeli war for. mdependence
in 1948. The Israehs warn that no

they had their backs tur ed )
fence Smce Bernie’ Sanders
pubhcly expressed sympathy for ,
the Palestinians, we must. prevaJl
on him to visit Gaza; The media

‘and cameras will follow and thblt" ‘

‘Israel forces from slaughtermg
the Palestlmans as they storm the
gates. Such an mc1dent may trigger’

aterrible multllateral war, which is -
what Trump and some other peopIe‘

want. Call Bernie’s office. CALL
HIM NOW (802) 862-:0697! Thigi is”
an emergency !l We must stop'the
Israeli forces ﬁ*om contmumg to
decimate Palestinians. The Pales-
tinians must continue to resist non-
violently. Bernie must intervene"

‘o avoid another massacre, hke the

Urgently,
Kurt Daims

R 2
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MONTPELIER - Republican Gov. Phil
Scott plans to study a bill passed by the
Legislature that would set up a first-in-
the-nation system to allow the state to
import prescription drugs from Canada
before deciding whether to sign it, a
spokeswoman said Wednesday.

Scott spokeswoman Rebecca Kelley
said there were many questions about
whether the bill, intended to reduce drug
costs, complies with federal law, puts
Medicaid rebates at risk or would have an
administrative infrastructure that would
eal up any consumer savings.

“As the governor has said throughout
this discussion, he shares the goal of
making prescription medication more af-
fordable,” Kelley said.

Dozens of states across the country
proposed a variety of ways to save money
on prescription drug costs this year, in-
cluding some that suggested importing
drugs from Canada.

The National Academy for State
Health Policy says Vermont is the first
state in the nation to approve the impor-
tation of prescription drugs from Cana-

an

“As the governor has said throughout
this discussion, he shares the goal of
making prescription medication more
affordable.” o

Rebecca Kelley

Gov. Scott spokeswoman

da, where they cost an average of 30 per-
cent less than in the United States.

The Vermont bill creates a mechanism
to import drugs that are costly in the
United States so less expensive drugs
can be made available to Vermonters.

The bill received unanimous support
in the Senate and was approved 141-2 in
the House. )

The Pharmaceutical Research and
Manufacturers of America, a trade group
for drugmakers, has argued the propos-
als would threaten people’s health be-
cause quality could not be assured.

The idea of importing less expensive
drugs from Canada has been around for
decades. Since 2003 federal law has al-
lowed the U.S. health secretary to give
states permission to import drugs, but
such permission has never been granted.

(Rt Vow. S

t plans to study a bill that would set up a first-in-the-natio
that allows the state to import prescription drugs from Canada.

APRIL MCCULLUM/FREE PRESS

n system
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ONTPELIER, . — The

| House advanced a bill -
luesday that would raise the °

ninimum wage from the
surrent $10.50 an hour to $15
an hour by 2024.

In a narrow vote of 77-69,
representatives gave prelimi-
nary approval to 540, a pro-
posal Démocratic lawmakers
have championed as a vehi-
cle to boost income for tens of
thousands of Vermonters and
lift many low-wage workers
out of poverty.

The vole is a victory for
Speaker of the House Mitzi
Johnson who last year had
difficulty rallying support for
issues that split the caucus.
With the minimum wage
vote, Johnson showed she can
muster. bicking for contro-
versial legislation.

Senate leader Tim Ashe

- ,pushed -ahead thh pald
. family leave. legislation ;on
Tuesday in a reciprocal move ..
:after the House vote-on mlm-f

mum wage.

‘While the minimum wage ;

bill looks destined to pass out
of the Legislature, Gov, Phil

Scott has said he would veto .

it.

that the bills supporters
do not have the two-thirds
majority needed to override
a veto. Republicans have just

enough votes to uphold the -

governor's veto, and a num-
ber of Democrats joined them
in voting against the mini-
mum wage bill.

The House debated the bill
for hours on Tuesday, with
discussion focused on the
consequences a minimum

wage hike would . have.on ...
-sthatrglving workerdzartdition-

Vermont's economy.

errees

Many opponents repeated .
the refrain that raising the

and only mounting.”
- /The bill would-increase
wages for 65,000 people by

2024, according Sen: Michael * f
Sirotkin, D-Chittenden, one of ~
.- the sponsors of the legisla-
Tuesdays vote showed .

ton.

Under the current pay

rate, a worker with a full-time

minimum- wage job- makes

only about $22,000 per.year.
“People ought:to. be able

“to go to work,.work hard and

have the dignity to know
that that wage they’re bring-
ing home...is helping them
to meet their family’s basic
needs,’ Rep. Sarah Copeland
Hanzas, D-Bradford said on
the House floor.
Supporters-of the bill said

al buying power would make
for a healthy economy, send-

_the livelihoods of low-lhcome
Vermonters at-a time:when |

.. cost of living is already. high *lot of it will be spent lécally‘

" for**Vermont:’
- businesses, fewer jobs ‘and
indreased prices for gobds

* Jocal “businesses “and’ mmiore "
-tax dollars into state coffers '

Pau} Pomer 1-Barre City, said

“gn'the’ floor. “You'll be help-
~mg your small stores and S0

"“But opponents of the bill
pamted a dire plcture of

“what they ‘believed a” $15

minimum wage. would mean
struggling

and services.
. "Imagme the impact an
increase in- the cost of fuel,
transportation, utilities, food
and clothing, would have
on the purchasing power of
Jow-income  Vermonters,'
Rep. Heidi Scheuermann,
R=Stowe, told the House.
Jmagme the- . impact

our -small retail establigh-
ments already strugglmg to

;;retallers, she said.

..;and.Means Ci
ﬂ{eﬁeilmc?éhses will thagazon::

The "House’s prehminary
approval . of .the | _minimum
0 1, came after .

" the  House ~Appropriations '
Comimittee voted the bill out

of committeé on Friday with-
out its recommendation.

. . The committee found it .
difficult to' come to consen-
" sus on the proposal in part

because economists . have
drawn different conclusions

“about the outcomes of raising -
“the wage, according to Rep.

Kitty Toll, D-Danville, who
chairs the committee.

While some say it puts
more money into the econo-
my and people’s pockets, oth-
ers say it leads businesses
to transition to hiring fewer
employees and increases the
cost of goods.

Janet Ancel, D-Calais,
who chaijrs the House Ways
mmittee, :said

‘thangés;in federal tax-] jaf)hcy &
“have‘créated “favorable con: .’

ditions for a minimum wage

B

increase

-Ancel said federal tax cu(s

:willsave Vermont businesses

between $250 million:and

* $300¢ million- this year#The
<cuts-will continue-for years

and in some cases indefinite-
.1y, she said. 5

“"Weheard thatani 1ncrease
in::the minimum' wage-will
hurt Vermont businesses.
That's a concern that we need
to take seriously,” Ancel said.

“But if there was ever a
time to adopt a higher mini-
mum wage, it seems (o
me: that the year when our
Vermont businesses have
been given a tax cut of almost
$300 million, all the courtesy
of the federal government, is
just exactly that time’ she
said.

S40 is expected to pass

. in a final vote in the House

on Wednesday. The bill will

then return to the Senate,

d.-the proposal
d needs to
approve ... House. changes
before it goes to the governor.
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linety-nine percent of all tick-borne diseases report

ed are caused by the blacklegged tick, according to the Vermont Depart

ment of Health. GETTY IMAGES

A CDC study finds tick-borne diseases are getting worse

Nicole Higgins DeSmet
3urlington Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Ticks will still plague Vermonters who
love the outdoors, regardless of the long
cold winter.

“Even when we get a winter like this,
which is a throwback to the good old
days, there’s still 2 bunch of them out
there,” Vermont Agency of Agriculture
entomologist Judy Rosovsky said on
Tuesday regarding what might be a tem-
porary decline in the tick population this
year.

Agency specialists are testing ticks as
they complete a survey of the pests inthe
state. So far Lyme disease has been pre-
sent in approximately 50 percent of the
specimens, Rosovsky said. The Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention on
May 1 rep.orted that diseases from mos-
quitoes, ticks, and flea bites tripledin the
U.S. from 2004 to 2016,

Mosquitoes and ticks are spreading
into new areas putting more people at
risk for infection, according to the federal
report. And new germs spread by mos-
quito and tick bites have been discovered
further north as the list of nationally no-
tifiable diseases has grown.

Entomologist Rosovsky said the rea-
son why ticks might be spreading in
northern states is complicated, but cli-

i e

APl S5

From left, epidemiologist Bradley Tompkins with the Vermont Department of Health and Vermont Game Warden Col. Jason

Batchelder talk about precautions people can take to keep ticks away when in the woods. RYAN MERCER/FREE PRESS FILE

mate change could certainly be playing a
part.
“The Jonger shoulder seasons, fall and
spring, give ticks time to find a host to

over-winter” Rosovsky said about the
hypothesis she believes could play a part
in the tick population explosion, whichin
turn aids in the spread of tick-born dis-

eases. In the spring, if there’s no snow to
Kill them, adult ticks can drop to the

See TICKS, Page 4A




fedfemale blacklegged thkS oan be

e dlstmgmsh from their brethren by an or-

ess
; dlseases from
‘repor anks: .

tesideits 'in 2017 compared -with*Ver-
mont’s 623,657. - .

Rosovsky said even if there is a set-
back in the tick population this year: “It
won't last.”

Adult ticks might be vulnerable to the
cold, but larva and nymphs (young ticks)
hiding in the ground cover, are not. Also,
the agency has not finished conducting
its survey which has hit about 200 towns

: to”
ont, but, Tennessee had 67 million” - eases,

~‘ange-red body and-black-head and:legs.

‘Males don’t have the orange coloring, ac-

acklegs éarry bactena that
cause. the. most common “illnésses like
Lyme, Anaplasmosis anid Babesiosis dis-
which can. have  overlapping
“symptoms. The deer tick can also spread
the rare Powassan virus.

Other tick-borne diseases have been
found in Vermont, according to health
department’s website.

Protect yourself and your kids

# Treat clothing with permethrin, a
pesticide that can’t go on the skin but can
repel ticks and even kill them on contact.

& Buy pre-treated outdoor clothes and

cordmg ‘the_to Umver31ty of Rhode Is--

Strip clothes and’ put them L traxght
1e dryer for 10- mmutes on hlgh as
soon as'you get home.

i | Check your ‘skin for ticks.- Take a
shower to wash them off, especially-the
tiny yotng nymphs that are hard to see.

‘What if it’s attached ,°

§ Don't panic. - .-

# Use fine-tipped tweezers to grab the
tick close to where it’s attached. Pull it
straight out.

k. Avoid squeezing the tick’s body.

# Wash the area of a tick bite. It won’t
prevent disease but will help fight infec-
tion.

i Watch for symptoms within the
month of a tick bite.

Symptoms of Lyme Disease

# Symptoms include fever, chills, fa-
tigue, body aches and a headache.

I Rash can oceur from 3 to‘30 ays at
the bite _site. ,Look g

"B 'The diséase can cause
ness, numbness and heart
reaches advanced stages. .

" Symptom’ list” from the Mayo Clinic
website

Check your pets ™

# Vaccmatlons for Lyme d]sease are
available, . <

¥'Use preventlon,
oral treatment,

I Consider gemﬁg arepellent collar.

1 Inspect your pet before it comes in-
side.

¥ Remove ticks" with tweezers or a
specialty product,’ grasp ucl{s by the
head, and make sure to remove the
mouth parts.

B If Fido gets bitten, monitor the site
for signs of infection, such as redness or
swelling.

B Get Rover tested at Jeast once a year.

¥ Joint pain, fever or general sickness
could be signs of Lyme dissease in your
pooch.

Contact Nicole Higgins DeSmet ndes-
met@freepressmedia.com or 802-660-
1845, Follow her on Twitter @NicoleH-
DeSmet.

uch as a topical or
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Joel Banner Baird
Burlington Free Press
USA TODAY METWORK

A $23 million bond to overhaul Winoo-
ski's Main Street and its underground
utiilities won approval at the polls Tues-
day by a 311-t0-185 vote, the city reported.

The vote clears the way for a full-
steam-ahead effort to secure state and
federal funding, and to refine engineer-
ing plans, City Manager Jessie Baker said
on Wednesday.

“We still have a lot of work to do, and
we have a methodical plan in place,” Bak-
er said.

Rehabilitation of the road corridor be-
tween Interstate 89 and the Winooski
traffic circulator would begin at the earli-
estin 2020 and take at least two years to
complete, according to a preliminary en-
gineering report.

City Council will assemble a financing

A corroded
and clogged
water pipe
that was
excavated
beneath
Winooski.
JOEL BANNER
BAIRD/

FREE PRESS

ooski voters back
ain Street rehab

packageby late summer or early fall, Bak-
er said.

Modest increases in property tax and
utility rates are likely, she added. Creat-
ing alocal-options sales tax is also an op-
tion — one that neighboring municipal-
ities already have in place.

Baker said the city is seeking project
grants through the U.S. Department of
Agriculture and the Vermont Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation
and Department of Transportation.

Plans to replace and re-route water,
storm and sewer pipes are well under-
way, said Department of Public Works
Director Jon Rauscher.

Power, gas and communications util-
ities will become increasingly involved in
the revitalization project in the coming
months, Rauscher added.

Contact Joel Banner Baird at 802-660-
1843 or ji)ellmird@freepressmediu.com.
Follow him on Twitter @VTgoingUp.

city’s Public Works Department in early 2018, ¢

Street in Winooski are shown in this map

i
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